
CONSTITUTION OF THE 

CRICKLADE MODEL FLYING CLUB

Any reference to gender should be read either way, i.e. he can be substituted for she and vice versa

Clause 1 – Objective

The Club will be known as the Cricklade Model Flying Club.  Its objective will be to promote the hobby of model flying in all its forms in Cricklade and the surrounding district.

Clause 2 – Membership

a)
Membership of the Club will be confined to those persons who undertake to abide by the terms of this Constitution and by all other rules of the Club.

b) 
Membership will not be limited by age or sex.

c)
Members will hold either Senior,  Junior,  Honorary or Youth Group Membership.

d) 
A Youth Group membership requires one adult member paying the full membership fee, and any number of supervised youth members. The youth members need not be named, however the overall membership must satisfy the conditions laid down for youth membership by the BMFA. Only the adult member will receive club correspondence and will have one vote.

e)
A senior member must be 18 years or over on the date of the AGM in any Club year or, in the case of a new member, on the date upon which the Membership is accepted by the Club.  Junior Membership will be confined to those aged less than 18 years on the above dates.

f)
Honorary Membership may be bestowed upon any person who, by virtue of particular service to the Club, is considered to merit this distinction.  Honorary Membership must be approved by a simple majority vote at an Annual General Meeting.

g)
Applications for Membership must be made to the Membership Secretary in writing.

h)  In order to join the Club a new member must satisfy one of the two conditions specified below.

1) The new member must be nominated and seconded by existing Club members, each of whom must have been a member of the Club for at least one year.

OR

2) Serve a probationary year of membership, after which the conduct of the new member during the probationary period will be reviewed by the Committee prior to approval being granted for continuing membership of the Club.
i) The Committee will have the sole right to approve, refuse, suspend or cancel any Membership, and will not be required to disclose the reasons for its decisions in these respects.

j)
Membership will be limited to a maximum of 60 senior members (including honorary members) The committee would have the right to exercise discretion in special circumstances.

Clause 3 – Insurance

a)
Appropriate Insurance cover against claims relating to the Club’s activities will be arranged through the BMFA.

b)
No person will be allowed to take part in any Club activity without current BMFA membership.

Clause 4 - Organisation of the Club

a)
The Club may elect a President and any number of Vice-Presidents, and these positions will be held non-executively.  If a person is elected to, and accepts one of these posts, and is not already a member of the Club, Honorary Membership will be automatically bestowed for the period for which the office is held.  Elections for President and/or Vice-Presidents will only take place at an AGM and the term of office will be from the date that the post is accepted to the date of the next occurring AGM (unless terminated earlier).

b)
The Club will be administered by a Committee, the members of which will be elected ordinarily at an AGM.  The term of office of all Committee members will extend to the date of the next occurring AGM (unless terminated earlier).  Committee members must be either Senior or Junior members of the Club.

c)
The Committee as elected will include at least three Senior members of the Club.  It will also include a Chairman, a Secretary, a Membership Secretary and a Treasurer.  These three posts may be combined but will be held by Senior members only.  In circumstances where it is found impossible at a General Meeting to fulfil the above conditions the Club will automatically cease to exist.  Any remaining Club funds will be donated to an agreed local charity.

d)
Any number of committee members in addition to those referred to above may be elected at an AGM.  The structure of the Committee as defined at an AGM will remain unchanged at least until the next occurring AGM.

e)
In the event, other than at an AGM, that any of the posts of Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer becomes vacant, or that the Committee does not include at least three Senior members, a General Meeting to elect new officers must be held within 28 days.

f)
In the event, other than at an AGM, that any Committee post except as described in rule 4e becomes vacant, a General Meeting to fill that post must be held within 3 months.

g)
All official posts within the Club will be held in an honorary capacity, i.e. no payment in any form will be received by any officer directly or indirectly because of his association with the Club.

Clause 5 – Club Meetings

a)
Club meetings will fall into the following categories:-

Annual General Meetings (otherwise referred to a AGM's)

Extraordinary General Meetings (or General Meetings) 

Committee Meetings

General Club Activity Meetings 

b) 
An AGM will be called once in every year, in December.  The date, time, place and agenda of the meeting will be decided by the Committee.  The secretary will ensure, as far as he is able, that written notification of the date, time and. place of the meeting is sent to every Senior and Junior member at least 14 days beforehand.

c) 
General Meetings may be called by the Committee at any time, and must be called if a minimum of 6 Senior or Junior members hand to the Committee a list of their signatures together with a brief statement of the business they wish to have placed on the agenda of the meeting.  A General Meeting called by a petition of members must be held within 28 days of the petition being handed to the Committee, but otherwise the date, time and. place of General meetings, will be decided by the committee.  The Secretary will ensure, as far as he is able, that written notification of the date time, place and agenda of such meeting is sent to every Senior and Junior member at least 14 days beforehand.

d) 
Committee meetings will be held as often as thought necessary by the Chairman, at a date, time and. place agreed by the Committee. The main purpose of the Committee meetings will be to organise a proper programme of General Activity Meetings.

Clause 6 - Conduct of Meetings

1. 
Meetings other than Club Activity Meetings:-

a) 
Meetings will be presided over by the Chairman or in his absence by the Secretary, or in the absence of both these officers, by a Senior member elected by a majority vote of the members present.

b) 
Meetings will be conducted in an orderly and constitutional manner, the officer presiding over a meeting being responsible for its conduct.

c) 
A Meeting may be opened only in the presence of at least 50% of the current Committee. (Committee posts currently vacant will not be counted in assessing this percentage).

d) 
Committee may only be attended by persons other than Committee members at the invitation of the Chairman of the meeting.

2. 
Club Activity Meetings:-

a) 
Meetings may only be held in the presence of at least one Senior member of the Club.

b)
Meetings will be conducted in an orderly and constitutional manner. Should any matter of conduct arise it shall become the responsibility of a presiding member who is present and selected according to rule 6a above.

3.   General: - 

a) 
No persons other than Club members may attend a Club meeting or take part in any Club activity except with the permission of the presiding officer.  Members will be held personally responsible for the conduct of any guest they invite to a meeting.

Clause 7 - Voting Procedure

a) 
Only the presiding officer at a Club Meeting may authorise a ballot.

b)
All ballots, except those involving changes to the Constitution (see rule 7j), shall be decided by a simple majority.

c)
Only Club members may vote at Club Meetings.  Only Committee members may vote at Committee Meetings.

d)
The Presiding Officer will cast his vote when a ballot taken at the meeting results in a tie.

e)
The votes of absent members will not be counted in a ballot except where a vote on the specific issue of the ballot is received in writing by the officer presiding over the meeting.  A member proffering a satisfactory written vote will be deemed present at the meeting for the duration of the ballot.

f)
In the election of officers of the Club all nominations must be proposed and seconded.  In the subsequent voting all members present may vote as they please. (Thus, for example, a nominee may choose to vote for himself).

g)
At an AGM, the officers of the retiring Committee will relinquish their posts immediately upon the election of their succeeding officers. Officers holding posts declared redundant at an AGM will retire from office upon completion of the election of the new Committee.

h)
No member, other than an Honorary Member may be elected to the Committee in his absence unless the presiding Officer is wholly satisfied that the member is willing to stand for the post for which he is nominated.

i)
A member may not be elected to an official post of the Club at any meeting other than an AGM or an EGM.

j)
The terms of the Constitution may only be amended at an AGM or EGM.  A two-thirds majority must be obtained in favour of an amendment in a ballot of all members present.

k)
Minor modifications can be made to the Constitution by the committee without to need to call an AGM. These modifications are subject to ratification at the next AGM or EGM and are to be considered a temporary measure until such time. A minor modification is considered to be one that does not affect the existing membership base.

Clause 8 – Subscriptions

a) 
All members will be liable to an annual subscription, which will become due for payment at the AGM in any year, or in the case of member joining the Club other than at an AGM, payment will become due at the time of joining the Club.  Subscriptions must be paid in full within two months of becoming due.  In default of this, any part-payment will be refunded and the membership will be deemed to have lapsed.

b)
The subscription rates applicable during any year will be fixed by a ballot at the AGM.

c)
All members will be issued with a current membership card upon renewing membership or upon joining the Club.  Each card issued must be signed by the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer or by the Membership Secretary if one is appointed.

d)
If an existing member has not renewed his membership by the end of the February following the AGM, then it will be assumed that he does not wish to renew his membership for that year. Should he apply for membership after that date then his  name would go to the bottom of any waiting list that exists.  He should be reminded that he may not take part in any club activities.

Clause 9 – Finances

a)
The Treasurer will be responsible for keeping an up to date account of the Club’s finances.

b)
He will be required to keep an account with a bank approved by the Committee on behalf of the Club.

c)
No person will sign or cash cheques or deal directly with the bank on the Club’s behalf except any of three nominated Senior Officers of the Committee.  It will be the duty of the Treasurer to ensure that current specimen signatures of the above mentioned officers are in the possession of the bank.

d)    Petty cash accounts may only be kept by the Treasurer and the Secretary.

e)
The Treasurer must make his books available for inspection upon the demand, at any time, of the Committee or the Club. He will be required to prepare a balance sheet of the Club’s financial affairs for presentation at the AGM.

f)
The Treasurer and Secretary must make their petty cash accounts available for inspection at any time they are requested to do so by the Committee or by the Club.

g)
Before presentation of his balance sheet at an AGM, the Treasurer must have his accounts audited by a qualified person who is not a member of the Club, or by two Senior Members not connected with the finances. The selection of auditor(s) must be approved by the Committee.

Clause 10 - Secretary’s Duties

a)    The Secretary will keep minutes of all general and committee meetings.

b)
He will ensure, as far as he is able, that the minutes of any meetings are approved at the next occurring meeting of the same kind and are thereupon signed by the presiding officer.

c)
The Secretary will conduct whatever official correspondence the Committee or the Club may direct, and keep an appropriate record, and will bring to the attention of the Committee all matters of correspondence that may require its consideration.

Clause 11 - General

a)
No member will use or cause to be used the name of the Club in any advertisement, public report or other public proceedings except with the express permission of the Committee.

b)
The Committee will be responsible for enforcing the terms of this Constitution and may take whatever disciplinary action it decides is necessary, including suspension or withdrawal of membership, in order to achieve this end.

c)
In circumstances where the interpretation of this Constitution becomes a matter of dispute or doubt the Chairman will be responsible for interpreting its meaning, and his ruling will be absolute.

d)
A copy of the Constitution will be kept by the Secretary for inspection by any member upon demand.  In all matters members will be assumed to be fully acquainted with the terms of the Constitution.

e) 
All junior members must remain under the supervision of either a parent/guardian or a member who has CRB clearance at all times.
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